EDRD 355

Understanding Research Assignment

Assignment Directions

1. Choose 2 of the journal articles from the list below. 

Torgesen, J. K. Morgan, S., Davis, C. (1992). Effects of two types of phonological awareness training on word learning in kindergarten children.  Journal of Educational Psychology, 84(3), 364-370.

Isbell, R., Sobol, J., Lindauer, L., Lowrance, A. (2004). The effects of storytelling and story reading on the oral language complexity and story comprehension of young children. Early Childhood Education Journal, 32(3), 157-163.

Fawson, P. C., Ludlow, B. C., Reutzel, D. R., Sudweeks, R., Smith, J. A. (2006).  Examining the reliability of running records: Attaining generalizeable results. Journal of Educational Research, 100(2), 113-126.

Wasik, B. A., & Bond, M. A. (2001).  Beyond the pages of a book:  Interactive book reading and language development in preschool classrooms.  Journal of Educational Psychology, 93(2), 243-250.
Christie, J. (1983). The effects of play tutoring on young children’s cognitive performance. Journal of Educational Research, 76(6), 326-330.

Silva, C., & Alves-Martins, M. (2003). Relations between children’s invented spelling and the development of phonological awareness.  Educational Psychology, 23(1), 3-16.

2. Format your assignment as listed below and follow the “lettered listing” exactly to aid in the grading process.  
a. Title of Article, Journal Title, Volume, page numbers 

b. Author/s

c. Purpose

Write a clear statement of the research problem and purpose of the research.

d. Population and Sample

Describe the population and sample for the search.

e. Design

How did the researcher/s design the study? 

f. Conclusions and Implications

What did the researcher/s conclude from the study?  What are the instructional implications?

g. Reflection

Describe the extent to which you understood the research.
3. Other Guidelines

Begin each response with a clear statement in response to the question.  Follow your response with supportive statements from the article.  Supportive statements include examples, descriptions, or direct quotes from the research article.

Guidance Document for Analyzing Research Articles

Read the Step by Step … document on Blackboard for additional information.  While the document is written for nurses, it is an excellent resource that explains how to take a critical stance when reading research documents. 

Understanding Research Assignment Grading Checklist

Format Followed




_____/3 points

Grammar & Mechanics



_____/8 points

Assignment Components Article #1

a. Title of Article, Journal Title, 

Volume, page numbers 


_____/1 point

b. Author/s




_____/1 point

c. Purpose




_____/2 points

d. Population and Sample


_____/2 points

e. Design





_____/2 points

f. Conclusions and Implications


_____/2 points

g. Reflection




_____/2 points

Assignment Components Article #2

a. Title of Article, Journal Title, 

Volume, page numbers 


_____/1 point

b. Author/s




_____/1 point

c. Purpose




_____/2 points

d. Population and Sample


_____/2 points

e. Design





_____/2 points

f. Conclusions and Implications


_____/2 points

g. Reflection




_____/2 points

TOTAL POINTS




_____/35 POINTS

