TO:

Clinical Instructors of EDRD 355 Students

DATE:
Spring 2010
RE:
Field Experiences for EDRD 355:  Early Literacy Instruction I and Early Literacy Instruction II

Thank you for agreeing to work with our teacher candidate and for helping to train him/her to become an effective reading teacher.  Upon the candidate’s arrival, you will receive all pertinent information you will need to help the candidate complete this field experience.   If you require assistance, please call Dr. Angela S. Rutherford at 662-915-7625. 

This field experience is designed to introduce teacher candidates to effective reading instructional practices.  Candidates must complete 10 hours during the semester beginning the week of February 22, 2010 and ending the week of March 29, 2010.  These hours will be completed in increments of 2 hours per week with the university instructor supervising.  Candidates have a packet of information for EDRD 355 and EDCI 352 (if the candidate is enrolled in EDCI 352).  

During this experience, the candidate will complete two planned activities.  

1. Formally observe a reading/literacy/language lesson for one hour.  

The observation is a formal one where the candidate will complete a checklist after leaving the classroom, as well as reflect on the observation in writing.  This observation should occur during the week of March 29. 

2. Conduct one read aloud lesson with a small group or the whole class.  

The candidate should plan the read aloud lesson with the assistance of the clinical instructor.  The lesson should correlate with the clinical instructor’s curriculum framework and benchmarks.  The university instructor will evaluate the candidate’s implementation of the read aloud lesson. After the candidate has implemented the lesson, please take time to share your impression. 

During the other field experience hours, it is appropriate for the teacher candidate to assist your students with any reading tasks, such as reading aloud to students, listening to students read for fluency practice, tutoring students in reading, etc.  It would be helpful for the candidate to have varied experiences within the above list.  Please limit the experience to reading because this course is directly related to K-3 literacy instruction.

