Classroom Library: What the Children Do

Taken from: Literacy Works Stations: Making Centers Work by Debbie Diller
1. Looking at pictures in a book and telling the story (in kindergarten of first grade)

- Emergent readers need to learn how to look at the pictures and tell a story or talk about the pictures in order to develop oral language, which is an important prerequisite to reading and writing.  The teacher should model this important beginning reading strategy.

2. Reading books and magazines to stuffed animals

- Young children love an audience for their reading, and stuffed animals are patient listeners.  Show children how to use stuffed animals appropriately in the library as “reading buddies” not as toys to play with there.

3. Writing a book review of a classroom library book
- Students will enjoy reading each other’s book reviews, which are written to encourage classmates to read the books the writers have read.  Reviews are much more interesting to kids than book reports, which are often written to prove to teachers that they have read a certain book.

4. Writing a note to a friend about a classroom library book
- Provide nice paper for students to use to write a note to a friend about a book they enjoyed.  Beautiful stationary sometimes motivates reluctant writers.  Sometimes just putting sticky note on a book that says “Loved this book!” with one’s initials after it is enough to get someone else to read a book.

5. Writing personal connections or questions on sticky notes as a student reads a classroom 
library book

- After you model for students how good readers think about what a book reminds them 
of, children will want to write their own personal connections, Show them how to pit 
sticky notes in the book so that the edge sticks out and does not cover up any of the 
words. Other readers will enjoy reading both the classroom library books and their 
friends’ thoughts written on notes in the books.
Big Book Work Station: What the Children Do
Taken from: Literacy Works Stations: Making Centers Work by Debbie Diller

1. Reading a fiction Big Book with character voices
- Students practice what was modeled during shared reading. Books with several characters are excellent for teaching children to read with fluency and expression.  Sometimes children might want to choose character parts; at other times they simply read together, changing their voices to sound like the characters.

2. Writing a book review of a Big Book

- If you show students how to write a book review during shared writing, you can suggest that children write a book review of a Big Book to encourage other to read it. Post these reviews near the Big Book station. You might even keep a three-ring notebook to store student-written book reviews of Big Books.

3. Finding words you know win a Big Book
- to ass an element of word study, have beginning readers find high-frequency words in a familiar Big Book. Provide them with highlighter tape or a masking device so that they can mark these words and practice reading them.

4. Finding certain kinds of words in a Big Book

- Have students find three-letter words, compound words, or rhyming words in familiar text and mark these words with highlighter tape. You might have them occasionally write the words on a list.

Writing Work Stations: What the Children Do
Taken from: Literacy Works Stations: Making Centers Work by Debbie Diller

1. Writing down the story you told

- Writing a story helps children remember what they want to say and allows them to share it in a permanent way with others.

2. Doing “expert writing”

- All children are experts at something. They usually have a topic they are passionate about. For some children, it is dinosaurs; for others, it’s butterflies or spiders.  Some love Barbie dolls or computer games.  Encourage children to write about what they now-and care-about. Let them write several pieces on the same topic that might eventually be stapled into a “chapter book.”
3. Helping someone revise and edit
- Children can put into practice what you have taught about revision and editing.  A simple checklist made with the class could be posted here as a reminder.

4. Practicing correct letter formation

- Writing from left to right and from top to bottom aids fluency. Beginning writers can practice writing their names and high frequency words with special materials in this writing work station.

5. Writing messages other can easily read and understand

- Make writing for real purposes and real audiences the focus at this station.  Children will produce better writing when they care about their message.

6. Playing with creative idea

- Some children enjoy using story starters, such as pictures in magazines, to come up with their own fictional pieces.  Others prefer writing research reports.  Let children have the freedom to choose their topics at this station but provide aids for those who want them.
ABC/Word Study Work Stations: What the Children Do
Taken from: Literacy Works Stations: Making Centers Work by Debbie Diller

1. Doing ABC puzzles

- Use commercially produced wooden or foam puzzles to help students learn the visual features of letters and become familiar with the order of the alphabet.

2. Reading ABC charts

- Make or use commercially produced large ABC charts with your class. Read these together in shared reading. Then provide smaller versions of these charts at the ABC/word study work station for children to practice reading. Children can also match magnetic letter to the letter on the chart and name the letter as they do so.

3. Illustrating words

- Children can investigate word meanings by illustrating words in books, on cards, or on a bulletin board display.  Provide beginning dictionaries as models. Children might also make their own picture dictionaries.

4. Putting words in ABC order

- Every classroom should have a word wall arranged in alphabetic order. Children can take the words on and off the word wall as they practice learning the order of the alphabet.  They can also pit individual word cards into ABC order, perhaps starting with the names of their classmates.
Poetry Work Station: What the Children Do
Taken from: Literacy Works Stations: Making Centers Work by Debbie Diller

1. Building a poem


- Write a poem line by line on sentence strips for children to reassemble, in sequence, in 
a pocket chart.  Again, provide a small copy of the poem for self-checking.

2. Changing a poem


- Provide sticky notes so students can substitute other words in a poem, and play with 
language. If some lines are cut into individual words, children can also experiment with 
changing the word order. When they are finished, have them copy their “new poem” and 
share it with the class.

3. Copying a poem

- For handwriting practice, have children choose favorite poems from poetry books at the 
work station and copy them into the child’s personal poetry notebook.

4. Making a poem with magnetic words


- Provide either a commercially produced magnetic poetry kit or make your own with 
your computer and magnetic paper, available where office supplies are sold.

5. Finding special words or kinds of words in a poem


- Students can use highlighter tape to mark rhyming words or words that have a certain 
sound. Provide paper for them to record the words they found, if you like.

6. Finding a pattern in the poem


- Have children name and chart the pattern for a particular rhyming poem. “One, Two, 
Buckle my Shoe” is a poem that follows the pattern AA, BB, CC, DD, EE.

7. Comparing two poems


- Show children how to use a Venn diagram to compare idea in two poems. It’s easiest if 
you start with paired poems about the same topic.  For this, use a pocket folder turned 
inside out, with a poem glued to each side of the folder and a Venn diagram sheet in a 
pocket at the back.

8. Memorizing and performing a poem


- Challenge students to memorize a poem of their choice once every six to nine weeks. 
Let them practice at the poetry work station, and perform the poem for a friend. Simple 
props can be made available for dramatization.

