Fluency:  Fostering Oral Language in the Classroom
Strategies to Develop Comprehension
· Think Aloud
· Description:  The Think Aloud is one of the best ways to help students see that reading is comprehending text, and that reading can and does use a variety of strategies to overcome hurdles that interfere with meaning.  During a Think Aloud, the teacher verbalizes her thoughts while reading aloud to students, which shows students what experienced readers actually do to ensure comprehension.  According to research, most poor comprehenders appear to lack: predicting, forming mental images, prior knowledge, monitoring comprehension skills, and fix-up strategies.  All of these strategies can be addressed using the Think Aloud.
· Implementation:  Select a passage to read aloud.  It should have some points that will be difficult, such as unknown words.  Begin reading the passage aloud while students follow along silently.  When you come to a trouble spot, stop and think through it aloud while students listen to what you have to offer.  Once you have finished reading aloud, invite students to add their thoughts to yours.  Pair or group students together and have them practice with one another.  

· Extension/Tips:  You can use the form attached, “How Did I Do When Reading?,” in a Buddy Reading or Library Work Station.  They can fill it out to remind themselves of what they need to be doing to ensure comprehension and to evaluate themselves.

· Look for Signals
· Description:  Typographical signals (punctuation marks, bold or large print, underlining, italics, etc) are used to help readers better understand an author’s intended message.  With this procedure, the teacher selects specific sentences within a text and shows students how typographical marks affect meaning.

· Implementation:   Select specific sentences from a book your students have read or will be reading that correspond to the specific signals to which you want students to recognize and understand.  You can use the attached chart to provide minilessons on each signal and the message it conveys.  Using an overhead or a chart, enlarge the passage you chose (you could also use big books).  Tell the students that you will read the sentences two times and that you want them to listen to see which reading gives them the best idea about the character or event.  In a monotone voice, read the sentences to the students.  Then, reread the sentences using the typographical signals.  Ask the students to point out the differences in the two readings:  Which interested them more?  Did emphasizing different words and pausing at different times give them a better understanding of what the author was trying to convey?  Finally, point the different signals that you used and how these helped you better convey the author’s intended meaning.  Provide the students meaningful practice and tell them to be “on the lookout” when reading silently.
· Extension/Tips:  Let students read aloud sentences in which they used a typographical signal and state what they believe the signal indicated they needed to do.  Also, younger students can do an action for each signal (refer to demonstration).
· Read to Discover
· Description:  You can use Read to Discover to help students learn to locate information that relates to a given prompt.  You can ask students to reread to discover an exciting part, a given statement that answers a specific question, or their favorite part.  Students can also identify passages that they find especially meaningful and provides reasons for their choices.  This strategy helps students skim text, which is one way that we read in everyday life.
· Implementation:   Write several prompts on individual cards.  Some will be open-ended, such as, “Read to find the part you liked best, “ and some will be specific, such as, “ Find the sentence that tells when Willy’s grandfather first told him that he’d better not call his grandmother silly.”  Place the cards in a container.  Explain to the students that they are going to practice looking for specific information from the story they are reading.  After they read the story silently, you will pull one card from the container, read it, and give them time to find the information that answers the prompt on the card.  Students can signal when they have located the information.  You can choose one student to read it aloud.
· Extension/Tips:  You can take this strategy and apply it in a Buddy Reading/Library Work Station or make a new station.  You can create a chart that they have to write the information on that they find from the prompt cards.
Strategies to Help Struggling Readers

· Read Aloud
· Description:  A procedure where the teacher models fluent reading and asks thought-provoking questions.  After the Read Aloud, explain the decisions you made while reading regarding rate of reading, phrasing, etc, in order to communicate meaning.  
· Implementation:   Refer to handout from previous CELI Sessions.
· Extension/Tips:  Not all books need to be read in their entirety.  You may wish to read only enough to get students hooked on a book.  This allows students to make a direct transition from oral to silent treading, and it allows you to introduce your students to even more books throughout the school year.
· Paired Reading
· Description:  Pairing students provides them with a model of how reading should sound.  It is an essential part of any program to help students who struggle with reading and/or who suffer from negative attitudes about reading.  They need plenty of opportunities to read on their own and opportunities to read with appropriate support and assistance.  Paired Reading is one of the most powerful ways to provide support to struggling readers.  You pair a struggling reader with a proficient reader.  The two sit side by side and read a self-selected text together.
· Implementation:   The struggling reader chooses a text.  By choosing their own text, they will more than likely stay with it because it interests them.  The proficient reader is strictly there for support.  If the struggling reader wishes to read silently, then they may.  If a miscue is made, the proficient reader waits to see if it is self-corrected.  If not, the proficient reader provides assistance.  The two stop periodically to discuss what has been read.
· Extension/Tips:  Get proficient readers from upper grades to come in your classroom to help with your struggling readers.
· Recorded Text
· Description:  If you like the idea of Paired Reading, but you do not have enough proficient readers to act as tutors – don’t worry!  Struggling readers can listen to commercially produced or teacher-made tapes/CDs while reading.  The key to success of this strategy is that students listen to the oral rendition of the text while reading the same text simultaneously.  Research proves that recorded text enables students to increase their comprehension, overall, fluency, and word identification abilities.
· Implementation:   You can purchase recorded texts/book sets, but if you decide to make your own, make sure you read clearly and at an appropriate rate.  You may even want to include a cue to turn pages.  Set up a certain time of day that students can listen to recorded text and read along.  After the reading, invite students to talk about what they read.  
· Extension/Tips:  Get middle/high school students involved in making recorded text for the books in your classroom library.
Ways to Share and Perform

· Shared Book Experience
· Description:  The teacher reads a text to students and invites them to read along when they can.  Big books are very useful in this strategy.  The teacher can focus on a number of concepts about print, such as: reading from left to right and top to bottom.  These repeated readings and discussions will help students read with expression and allow for deeper levels of comprehension.  

· Implementation:   Introduce the book by talking about the title, author, etc.  Invite them to predict what the book will be about.  Read the story aloud, pointing out words that conveys the book’s message.  Reread several times over several days.  Invite students to read along if they wish.  As they become more proficient, ask individuals to read.  Encourage students to talk about the story: what they liked, funny parts, scary parts, etc.  
· Extension/Tips:  Put stories that have been read into work stations, or provide a smaller version of the story and let students take them home to share with their family.
· Choral Reading
· Description:  Involves groups of students orally reading one text together.  It is a superb way to build teamwork.  For those that may be having difficulty reading, the support from the entire group of readers allows all readers to be successful.  
· Implementation:   Select a text to be read in unison.  Poems and predictable text work well.  Make the text visible to all students by using an overhead or chart paper.  Model by first reading the text aloud to students.  Be sure to discuss with the group how you use your voice to express meaning.  Read the text chorally several times over several days.
· Extension/Tips:  Divide the class into groups, and then each group reads different parts.  You can also just have the students read the repetitive parts.
· Read Around
· Description:  Students read their favorite sentences/paragraphs to others.  Each student identifies and rehearses a passage for the rest of the members of their group or class.  Sharing memorable and favorite passages inspires critical thinking and promotes fluent and meaningful reading.
· Implementation:   Invite the students to look back through something they have read previously to find at least five sentences/paragraphs that they would like to share with others.  Have them mark the places with post-its or book marks.  Provide students with time to rehearse the passages silently.  Ask for volunteers to read.  Invite each student to share why they chose that passage.  Continue reading until every student that wishes to perform has had the opportunity.  
· Extension/Tips:  You will have to give much support when starting out.  Also, it is a good idea to make sure the students are not reading their own passage while someone is sharing.
· Readers Theater
· Description:  This is a way for groups of students to use their reading voices to perform a story or script for an audience.  Readers Theater does require extensive planning on the part of the teacher.  The students simply stand in front of an audience and read aloud a script.  The meaning of the script is conveyed through the reading voices.  They must read fluently with expression.
· Implementation:   Select a book/story/script to be read.  Give each student in the group a copy of the text.  Allow plenty of time for them to practice reading their text fluently.  After students feel comfortable with the text, they perform.

· Extension/Tips:  Provide students with a blank piece of paper and have them draw what they think a given character or scene from the script looks like.  You can also allow proficient readers to make their own script from a story they have read.
Assessing Fluency

· Observations:  One of the simplest and least intrusive ways to assess reading fluency is to watch and listen to individual students read their self-selected books during independent reading time or during a conference with the student.  You can use the questions in the following list to guide your general observations.  You may wish to keep these in a notebook or on cards.
· Does the student read for meaning?

· What does the student do when meaning is not maintained?

· Which cues – syntactic, semantic, and/or graphophonic – does the student use when an unknown word is encountered?

· Is there any pattern to the student’s miscues?

· Does the child depend on the teacher or self when difficulties are encountered?

· Does the student identify high-frequency words?

· Does the student read with a sense of meaning, expression, and fluency?

· How well can the student recall or retell what was read?

· Is the student willing to talk about the text with another person?

· How does the student perceive his/her own reading performance?

· DIBELS:  Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills

· Reading Rate:  Reading rate reflects one part of reading fluency and can indicate how meaningfully students process text.  When they encounter difficult words, they may slow down to give themselves time to analyze the text to ensure their comprehension of the text.  Our goal as teachers is not to produce “speed readers.”  We want students to be able to read fluently - where they are able to read the words without miscues and able to fully comprehend text.  Comprehension is what matters!!!
