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Components of Small Group Instruction
What to look for when working with Small Groups:
· Teacher working with small, flexible group (5-6 students)

· Group has similar needs, determined through assessment

· Text used presents challenges and supports the student

· Teacher provides support through introduction to selection, highlighting key ideas, vocabulary, etc.

· Students read text independently with teacher available to provide support

· Teacher and students return to text for a teaching point after reading

· Teacher points are evident and clear to students

· Teacher making anecdotal notes about individual and group

· Teacher listening to individual read
Before Reading:

Introduce the Text:
· Each student has own copy of text

· Predict and question using title, pictures, some text

· Activate background knowledge; discuss genre of text
· Draw on previous experiences, books, or characters

· Skim captions, bold headings, charts

· Predict meaning of new vocabulary using root/prefix/suffix

During Reading:


Support Effective Reading of the Text:
· Student reads aloud softly while teacher listens and gives brings specific guidance on using strategies (if students read silently, teacher samples oral reading and intervenes individually)-see attached examples of questioning used during support

· Teacher observes and records notes as necessary (more for struggling readers)… running records are primarily used in lower grades, but periodic running records can be used with upper elementary struggling readers with teacher using copy of text and marking miscues, substitutions, omissions, insertions, or self-corrections during reading

· When individual student in group finishes assigned reading, he writes a short response or prediction down on paper
After Reading:


Discuss and Revisit the meaning of the Text:
· Engage students in responding to the meaning of the text

· Revise/Confirm/Share predictions with group

· Discuss new vocabulary and knowledge

· Have students reflect upon and share successful strategies

Teach Available processing Strategy:

· Specifically demonstrate strategies found that relate to meaning. Ex: pausing or not pausing at punctuation affects meaning; phrasing affects meaning (run-ons); solving an unknown word using root/prefix/suffix
Work with Words: (for lower grades)

· Involves showing students how to pick up important information from the text without losing the meaning

· Choose word-solving skill either form the text or from the other work during the week: spelling pattern, sight words, consonant blends, roots/prefixes/suffixes, singular/plural, homophones, syllabication, synonyms/antonyms


Extend the meaning of the Text: (for upper grades)
· Student responds orally or in written response in Reading Response journal (compare/contrasting, evaluating author’s purpose, understanding theme)
· Student draws a character web, sketch, chart, list

· Student in the group makes hypothesis and pose questions in conversation with each other

· Students predict further

Small Group Instruction:

Supporting Questions to Use When Reading Texts
1. Check it. Does it look and sound right to you?
2. Does that Make sense?
3. Try that again.
4. What can you do to help yourself?
5. Check the picture.
6. You said ____. Can we say it that way?
7. Do you know a word like that one?
8. Read that again. Did you stop at the period the first time?
9. What is wrong with this? (Repeat what the child said)
10. You said ____. Does that make sense?
11. Do you know a word that starts/ends with these letters?
12. What do you know that might help?
13. Something was not quite right there. Do you know what it was?
14. I like the way you worked that out.
15. Were you correct?
16. Do you know another word that ends in that suffix?
17. Could it be ____?
18. You made a mistake. Can you find it?
