Genres

Accomplished English language arts teachers recognize that students need
experience recognizing various genres, including, but not limited to, poetry,
drama, novels, biographies, speeches, journal articles, essays, video games, and
documentaries; students also need exposure to both canonical and contemporary
texts. Accomplished teachers help students appreciate each genre’s unique
characteristics. Teachers instruct students about the purposes and features of
various genres to prepare students to become more sophisticated thinkers and
communicators.

Accomplished English language arts teachers help students understand the
features of texts. For example, teachers explain the structures of novels, short
stories, plays, and poetry. They help students analyze plot, including flashbacks
and foreshadowing. They teach poetic forms such as haiku and sonnets. They
help students analyze organizational patterns, rhetorical devices, graphic elements,
and other features that help convey meaning to the reader. For example, a teacher
might model how to analyze a political cartoon or persuasive essay for propaganda
techniques and fallacious reasoning. Accomplished teachers explain how to
assess the currency, reliability, and bias of sources and data. They help students
become aware of how the careful interpretation of themes, viewpoints, archetypes,
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stereotypes, symbolism, figurative language, allusions, motifs, and other conventions
can lead to deeper understanding of a text. Accomplished teachers instruct students
about the ways in which commercial, social, cultural, and political messages are
embedded in texts.



